
Intent

At St. Bernadette's Catholic Primary School, we shape our history curriculum to ensure it is fully inclusive to
every child. Our aims are to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for History; providing a broad,
balanced and differentiated curriculum that encompasses the British Values throughout; ensuring the
progressive development of historical concepts, knowledge and skills; and for the children to study life in the
past.

At St. Bernadette’s, we aim for a high-quality history curriculum which should inspire in pupils a curiosity
and fascination about Britain’s past and that of the wider world. History is about real people who lived, and
real events which happened in the past. History is concerned with sequence, time and chronology and is the
study of evidence about the past; it gives us a sense of identity, set within our social, political, cultural and
economic relationships. History fires the children’s curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world
and plays an essential part in preparing us for living and working in the contemporary world. Pupils consider
how the past influences the present, what past societies were like, how these societies organised their
politics, and what beliefs and cultures influenced people’s actions. As they do this, children develop a
chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people. They see the diversity of
human experience and understand more about themselves as individuals and members of society. What
they learn can influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes and values. In history, children find
evidence, weigh it up and reach their own conclusions. To do this they need to be able to research, sift
through evidence, and debate their point of view – skills that are prized in adult life.

Our teaching equips pupils with knowledge about the history of Britain and how it has influenced and been
influenced by the wider world; know and understand about significant aspects of the history of the wider
world like ancient civilisations and empires; changes in living memory and beyond living memory; learn
about the lives of significant people of the past; understand the methods of historical enquiry and be able to
ask and answer questions. We want our children to enjoy and love learning about history by gaining this
knowledge and skills, not just through experiences in the classroom, but also with the use of fieldwork and
educational visits.

Implementation

As a school, we maintain strong links to the National Curriculum guidelines to ensure all aspects, knowledge
and skills of History are being taught across all year groups. We use progression maps to ensure there is
clear skills, knowledge and vocabulary progression throughout school.

Where appropriate we use historical artefacts, visitors, workshops and visits to excite and intrigue our
children to find out more about events and people from the past. We aim to give our children as much
understanding as possible about what it was like to be around at a particular period in history by having
practical and experiential lessons where possible.

We will use assessment for learning to ensure all lessons are relevant and will help to plan for next steps.

The subject co-ordinator is given regular time to ensure resources are kept up to date, to monitor subject
across the school, create action plans and to provide subject feedback to SLT as appropriate.

All foundation subjects are assessed at the end of each year stating whether children are working towards,
at or exceeding age-related expectations. This is then used to make sure all children are continuing to make
progress and any children whose levels drop, or increase can be addressed accordingly.
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Impact

Through the high quality first teaching of History taking place we will see the impact of the subject in
different ways.

Through pupil voice children will be able to talk about the skills and knowledge they have acquired. Children
will be engaged in History lessons and want to find out more. Children will complete research
independently through projects and homework and to further their own enjoyment about the subject or
topic.

Work will show that a range of topics are being covered, cross curricular links are made where possible and
differentiated work set as appropriate.

The school environment will be history rich through displays, resources, vocabulary etc.

As historians, children will learn lessons from history to influence the decisions they make in their lives in
the future. Assessments and monitoring will show standards in History will be high and will match standards
in other subject areas.
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