St Mary's, Chorley - Friday 16 September

A visit to St Bernadette

Among the many schools visiting the relics was St

Bermadette's Catholic Primary School, Shevington,

Headteacher, Mrs Helen Crowder and School Governor,

Mrs Chris Mason, write:

The St Bamadette Reb
hildren. staff and parishyoners from St Bermadelte's Catholic

Prin ary School

Tour this autumn has allowed the

n Wigan, the unique opportunity 10 put their
fath into action and expenence the special gifts of Lourdes
The beautiful church of St Mary's, Chordey was a perfect
stopping place for the relcs of St Bermadette and so on Friday
16 September, the school community from St Bemadette's
Wigan, took the

visit the relics of ther

Catholic Primary School in Shevingtor
opportunty o make a pligrnmage, t
special school saint. The Key Stage 2 pupils together with
all, govemnors and panshioners travelled logether, to pay

WILNES S

5, 10 reflect and o pray t qether

I was a priviege and honour for the school to sit directly
n front of St Bemadette's rebquary, at the very front of the
church. Here, the

hidren saw, the richly decorated reliquary,

luminated in the glow of candles. They observed, with quiet
reverence. as members of the ¢ ongreg hon made personal
sits 1o the shrine 7'-~[, walched, with respect as prayers
were made and walted patiently for thes tun
Mass was celebrated by Father Peter Crowther, whose
NOMly SPOxi gJreclly o the chidren h‘(}‘, hstern | (.'l't,““l('
as he told the story of St Bermadette and the Immaculate
Conception. Father Crowther helped everyone to understand

the meaning and relevance of the relics. He axplained that

“ i

Catholc Pictonal

i rekc is, 'tke a keep sake - we have kept St Bemadelte
fo share in the
Euchanst and to receive a blessing, with the sprinkling of holy

close, because she was close to Our Lady'

water from Lourdes, were indeed great gitts to recewe, in the
presence of St Bernadette
After the Mas:

louching the relic case with wide-eyes and amazement al the

, pupils processed, slowly past, each one

beauty of the gold reliquary There was a shared appreciabon
of the importance of the momant and the enormity of the
opportunity to be close to their school smnt,

It was a spiritual
and moving expanance, which will be remembered, re-lved
and shared agan as St Bemadette's school community follow
their Mission to: ‘Grow fogether in faith, love and learning',




